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Industry-oriented education in Croatia

• Relatively novel concept

• Mostly in applied sciences

• Delivered in two ways:

• As part of curricula

• Through supplementing activities
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Industry oriented education @ UNIDU

• Starting from 2013

• First introduced at the Department of Electrical engineering and computing and Department of Ecology

• Due to lack of transversal skills among graduates in technical and natural sciences

• Skills targeted:

• Business negotiations

• Cross-cultural communication

• Career development

• Marketing

• Intellectual property management

• Entrepreneurship



© 2020 ELEGANT 4

Industry oriented education @ UNIDU

• Further developments involved: 

• Association with enterprises in
organization of practical activities for 
students

• Support and expertise of business
sector in development of innovative
teaching content and practices
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Maritime Department

• Long tradition of seafarers’ 
education

• Lifelong learning programmes

• m/v Naše More
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Some examples

Mass Media Department

• UNIDU radio

• Students create
content under
supervision of 
professional
journalists and
technicians
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Some examples

WebPoSt

• UNIDU and 
Croatian 
Chamber of 
Commerce

• Creating web 
pages for 
entrepreneurs
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Some examples

PlanPost

• UNIDU and 
Croatian Chamber 
of Commerce

• Developing a 
business plan for 
entrepreneurs
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Some examples
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Some examples
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Transversal skills

• Erasmus+ Strategic 
Partnerships

• Used to develop training 
contents in collaboration 
with industry
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Examples from other universities - STUP

• FERIT Osijek

• Student Portal STUP

• Three groups of participants:

• Employers

• Students

• Faculty

• Employers announce job vacancies, internships, willingness to mentor theses and projects
and other content for students

• Students can express their interest for activities that becomes visible to employers

• Faculty mediates and expands database of firms
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Examples from other universities - STUP
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Examples from other universities - STUP
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Examples from other universities - STUP



© 2020 ELEGANT 16

Examples from other universities - STUP
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Examples from other universities - MSPI

• MSPI – Network of student 
entrepreneurship incubators

• Virtual platform

• Provides mentorship to students in
development of their business ideas

• Mentors sign ethics statement and all
activities take place in closed part of portal

• Supported by Croatian agency for SMEs, 
Innovation and Investments (HAMAG –
BICRO)



© 2020 ELEGANT 18

Examples from other universities - MSPI

• What MSPI provides:

• Mentorship

• Networking with colleagues, entrepreneurs and
academics from other institutions

• Supervision in creation of business plan (max 5 
mentors)

• Access to financial support

• Internship

• Assistance in setting up own business
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Examples from other universities - FER

• Career management module

• Students learn to:

• Compare potential jobs and employers

• Tailor Cv and letter of motivation for a 
given job

• Find employer that suits their skills, 
knowledge, interests and values

• Apply different job searching methods

• Recognize gap between required and
possessed job skills

• Presentation to potential employer

• Early career development plan
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Examples from other universities - FER

• Career centre

• Workshops:

• Writing CV and letter of motivation

• Job searching process

• Selection interviews

• Negotiations

• How to resign

• Network within own sector

• Career planning

• Branding and use of social networks in job
search



Thank
You
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