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Information Society - Definition - Discussion

Information society is a society where economic development, culture, 

politics and well-being of its members bases to a great extent on the 

production and use of information. 

Your opinion: should the terms “digital” (form) 

and “ICT” (tools) be included in the definition?
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Information + Meaning = Knowledge
There does not exist any commonly agreed definition of knowledge.

Possible general formula:

• Knowledge = Information + meaning (Example: TAG as DAY)

• Knowledge = Information + experience + belief

Example: Knowledge is any acquired experience that helps the man to 
make sense of the world.

If information has been perceived by a conscious mind and also 
interpreted by it, the specific context associated with this interpretation 
may cause the transformation of the information into knowledge. 
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Knowledge Society (KS)
KS is a society which bases to a great extent on analysis and application of 

knowledge for improving the human living. 

A knowledge society differs from information society in that the former serves to 

transform information into resources that allow society to take effective action 

while the latter only creates and disseminates the raw data (Castelfranchi, 2007).

NB! The word “knowledge” (“information”) appears 59 (214) times in the 

“Information society” Wikipedia article (2.02.2019).

The word “information” (“knowledge”) appears 23 (62) times in the “Knowledge 

society” Wikipedia article (2.02.2019)

The concept Information Society is in fact considered as Knowledge Society
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Society 5.0: 
Human Centered and Sustainable Society
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